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1 turn 8 Weber For dnen- 
tion in particular < the.cohtraft/MOHATRA, 
and of Jof DAT BA.“ But are 
5 thoſe wk) you call holy things? Do you 
think NMonA TRA is of that venerable nature e, 
that it would be blaſphemy to ſpeak of it 
vithout reſpect? And, are father BAuNx's 
lectures upon thieving, which perſuaded Johx 
v ALBA to put them in practice againſt yours 
ſelves, of that ſacred nature that thoſe Wh 
laugh at them muſt be treated as/impious | 
What, Fathers, muſt the mere chimeras 


of your authors paſs for articles of faith 


Cannot I ridicule ſome paſſages of E scoBar; © 
or the unchriſtian and fantaſtic deciſions of 
ſome of your authors, without being charg - 
ed with mocking religion? Is it poſſihle that 
you can have the aſſurance to repeat ſuch ab- 
Ane ſo often as you do? Are you not 
afraid (whilſt you blame me for laughing at 
your extravagant rege of! "giving me-freſh 
occaſion to deſpiſe your reproach, and retort 
it upon yourſelves, by len | nonfrating that 1 
have: ridiculed nothing in your writings but 
what: was in itſelf ridiculous; and ſo, by 
laughing at your morals, I have been as für 
ffrom laughing at things ſacred, as the 5085 
SE * your GG sis from he 


S : | 


M$: a great — dub tedly; 
Fatfiers, between laughing at religion; and 
laughing at thoſe who profane it by their 
. — And as it would be 
aled by the Speer Go p. t would 
be 9 nat dteraliee contfin wt 

fallities Which the ſpirit of man * raiſed 
1 to bee For fince. Foe os. 


. — {errors — nr 
tempt. For, as you will find two things re- 
; arte; in the truths of our religion, Dix, 


nde er majeſty which 3 
nerable; ſo you will find two things remark- 
ble in falſities, vis. impiety which ren- 
ders N 1 nne, and 1 impertinence which 
Sainte a always had for truth = 
theſe x two: ſentiment of love and 80 and 
pig Kar ove the end: ſo es hey 
for falſhood the two ſentiments: of hatred 
and contempt, and theif zeal has been 


qually 9 to 5 _ W the fs 
Nor B 2 $3 lice 
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Ahead ele. es confdund'i\ 
4 ſntet their Iuditrous devisti ns, and their 
' folerdelt e ie ow 1) 16 ods; 1976 nett! 
D000 not pretend therefore, mee | 
make the world believe that it is ur 
ing a Chriſtian to turn falſhoods into ridicule; | 
becauſe it is cafy to convince thoſe that do not 
knoyv it, that this practice is juſt, very common 
: with-the Fathers of the Church, authoriſed by 
' Scripture; by the example of the greateſt Saints; 
and what is more by Gop himſelf. For do 
not wi˙e read that Go both hates ſinners and 
deſpiſes them at the ſame time, and to ſuch 
d degr. e, that in the very hour of death, 
when their condition is maſt miſerable and 
5 able, the divine Wiſdom will, join 
mockery and laughter to his wrath and ven- 
geance;-which ſhall condemn them to eternal 
tortures ? In interitu veſtro ridabo et ſub- 
E ene de ener 
And the — by the ſame ſpirit 


8 Willede ſo too, for — to the royal 


Pfalmiſt; when chey Hull ſee the puniſhment 

Ff the wicked man, The righteoud alſo 
hall ſee, and fear, and ſhalblaughratibirt: 
2 e g juſti et;temebunt; et ſu but eum fi- 
debunt. The ſame fiys Jona, Hmacens 
42 1 ſubſannabit ess: the OY man ſhall 


21 ng them to * 25 But 


irony. ne bad difobeyeddhe. — 
cept: from the hope that the devil had given 
him that he ſhould be as Gop, it is plain 
from Scripture that the Almighty, to pun- 
ih him ſubjected him unto death; and af- 
ter he had reduced him to this miſerable con- 
dition due to his trangteſſion, be laughed 
him by theſe words of deriſion: 5; Behold 
ce man is become as one of us: Eece Auau 
gut unus ex nobis. Which, according to 
St. CM NYSsOSTOM and the interpreters, 
ctwa] a cutting and ſenſible irony, whereby 


„ Gop ſharply rebuked him.“ ADAM. 


ſays Ru rr Rr, deſerved to be laughed at 
c by this irony, and was made much more 
1 ſenſible of. his folly by this galling ironical 
n more — one. And Hugs: of 81. | 
Vicron, who ſays che ſame thing, adds, 
That this irony was due to his fottiſh ote- 
wudulity, and that ſuch kind of mocking 
-< but juſtice; weden pe upon: es OY 
-K-gichily deſerve it.“ 
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ou i; gia 7 tha 2 cale is 
Kinds the propereſt way to rede men | 
n their devious waildfings 5 and then be- 
of juſtice; becauſe, as the pro- 
pbet JeXpMIAn mays, «The works of thoſe 
ee that go aſtray are worthy of laughter, be · 
t, et riſu 
Ls argna.”. And it is ſo far from being an 
_ impiety to laugh at ſinners, that (according 
to St. Avevsr ix) it is rather an effect of 
1 wiſdom, The wiſe mock at fools, 
© becauſe they are _ ga their wiſ- 
* dom is not their © „but that divine 
e wiſdom which will 1 ugh | at by deftruc 
. tion of the wicked. 
The prophets in like inc 1 
"the ſpirit of Gop, make uſe of the fame fort of | 
' ridicule, as we ſee by the examples of DA- 
NE EL and ELIAS : nay we find examples of 
this in the diſcourſes of Jes VUSCHRTST him- 
, felf; for St. AvevsT IN takes notice, that 


ot r Saviour was pleaſed to 7. N teo- 


en & maſſer 4 Ar 
theſe things? Which 18 lf he ad faid, 
Proud {ruler 1; acknowledge thine own igno- 
ran ra Ang both St, Cur y50sT oM. aud St. 
N e that Ni c0DEMUYS deſery: 
ed to — fo derided. . b ie 
Is Lon ſee then, Fathers, that if a ſet of eo. 
4 in our own. times, ſetting them mſelyes up! for 
teachers to Chriſtians, as N ICODEMUS. and 
the P hariſees did to the Jews, 1. a tbe be 
; n of the principles of religion, and „ and 
u for inſtance, ** That men may be 
ved without ever having loved Gop in 
their Whole lives, w ve ſhould only follow 
4 bt N. Aan "Wh 5 T. in —4 
ue Fig 5 ignorance.” apts, on ARS. © 
40 perſuade myſelf, Fathers, that 1 5 ho- 
ly examples are ſufficient to conyince you, | 
rat my laughing a errors and extra- 
vagapces is not contrary to the behaviour | of 
the Saints ; and that —— my condugt in 
octhig teſpect, is to blame that of 8 4 2 
* of the: Cl wy Sh. fe, ha ve. =y N. 
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ſerious wann mörality, filled With the 
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zects otherwiſe, ſince, as TERTVULLY Ax ſays, 
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ity than e whe high fol. E 
ows,/ is ſo juitly applicable, 'and ſo ſrongly 
nvincing in ne ene. ct "gy it is im- 


20 nr me las to 5 you, 
12 may laugh at vou without dove 0 or 
charity, though that is one of the — 
which you reproach me with. For cha- 
«. rity obligeth us ſometimes to ridicule the 
e faults of. men, that thereby they may be : 
brought to laugh at them themſelves, and 2 
e forſake them: as St. AvcvsTIN teaches in 
theſe words, Hec tu miſericorditer ir . 1 
« de, ut eis ridenda et fugienda commendes 

But farther yet, the ſame charity ſometimes 
obliges us to retort with Ass TON, for St. 
 GrEGoRY of Nazianzen ſays, ** The Hitit Fo, 0 
of charity and meekneſs has it's paſſionss 
t and emotions. And St. AUGUSTIN fas 
-*©@bookith(dare-tsi affirms: that truth muſt 
et ſtand unarmed againſt falſhood, and 
the enemies of our faith may terrify t 
Le nnhful hy ir bauebep ursbaces, rener e 


t tain them ns with qua 
magaom 
- * 
- : * 
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E — 5 — Gleulkted o Hub che 
ts eiſy reader to reſt : s ĩt — | 
Ty thattat. this rate the moſt pernicious and ex- 
- to the Church; if we muſt not treat them. 
wich deriſſon, for fear of offending good 
manners, or repreſs t 


55 lo being charged with want of charity? 


errors may be ſuffered to creep in- 


them with vehemence, for 


Ho v, "Fathers, ſhall FN 9446 
«ther, t avoid pe — or an 
<- affront; and I not take the ſame to refute, 


«6 «openly a public error of fuck: futal oonſe- 


quence?” — — 
at a judge may keep with a ſafe con- 


Ms: © Thats the bribe which he took for an act 
7 4 of injuſtice, and the world not have the 


liberty to contradict you? Shall you pub- 
liely print with the privilege and approbation 
of your doctors, That a man may be ſaved, 
ee ho never loved God in all his life, and 
vill you ſtop the mouths of all thoſe WhO 


. ſhall defend the true faith, by telling them; 
* en in eee you, they would blemiſn 


2 og wah dt 
4 can 


of 


02 can hardly think you wiih get any one to 
| belicve you z but if any ſudh chere be, who 
2 L. hid a deten us cancel d. 


e dog: of- in ex 
amine | diligently and attentively how. they 
came to think ſo. For, though they may 
ima n occeds from their zealy 
which cannot bear (without being ſeanda- 

liſed) to ſee [or hear] their neighbour ac- 
cuſed, yet I would intreat the favour of 
them to reflect, that it is not impoſſible but 
it may come from ſomething elſe; and ve 
probably from a ſecret diſlike or ectipacky 
often-lurking about us, which an unhappy * 
galb of bitterneſs within us ſtirs: up againſt 
ſuch as oppoſe the lukewarmneſs, and dege- 
neracy of manners. But to give them a rule 
vrhereby they may certainly know from what 
ſpring their zeal flows, I. would alle them, 
if, at the ſame time that they are uneaſy to 
ſiee a religious body of men treated in ſuch a 
manner, tlie are not more uneaſy to find 1 
this teligious body of men treat truth 8 „ 
a manner ĩ f/ they are enraged | _— 
my letters On but mere — 
maxima thatoare quoted therein; I, muſt con- 
feſs, that their anger *** 


550 - „„ zeal, 


ea n omething obſc 
che denen which — find here will Y 
not — the 7 2 1 I declare 


blemnly, Fathers, I ſhall never be induced 
to ſay otherwiſe; than that they are Ar e- 
_ and their zeal a very blind one. 
A ſtrange ſort of zeal, to be in a 
the proſecutors of public erimes, det 
not ſo, againſt thoſe that commit them 
What new charity is this, that is uneafy to 
ſee palpable errors oppoſed, vet nee 
to ſee thoſe very errors overturn” 7 
If "thoſe men were in danger of being eller. 
ſinated, would they take it ill to be told of 
the ſnare that was laid for them? And in- 
ſtead of going out of the way to avoid it, 
90 on complaining of the little cherity ef 
him who laid open the criminal deſigns of 
the aflaffins! Are they angry when 18 are 
5 n not to eat of a diſh beeauſe 1 it is poiſon 
end, or not to- go into a town becauſe it 
the plague p What is the rea 
they think it is want of charity to lay oper 
the tenets that are prejudicial to religion, and 


on _ other hand think it want of charity to 


what i is | prejudicial to their life and 


| to Hd Dee m.: but the . 
which they have for 3 ragkes Ee not 
only 7 careleſs to, defend her e e en 
to demolich fallhood. . ek att o 

Let ſuch therefore reflect fon. in the Gohe 
* Gop) how much the morality, which 
vous gaſuiſts have ſpread through the face f 
the whole earth, is ſhameful and deſtructive 
to ahi Chu reh: how. far this licentiouſneſs, 
which. is, introduced by them into the moral 
world, is immoc LACTCLY 1c 5 | 
controled: and how. much: the confident 
aſſurance with which you defend them, is 

ractory and violent: and if 
they en think that it is time to riſe up in 
oppoſition to ſuch monſtrous diſorders, their 
blindneſs, Fathers, will be as much to be 
laiment d as your o.π.n; for | both you ane 
they will have equal reaſon to dread what 
St. AUGUSTIN-ays; upon the words of ur 
Axion; “ Wo to blind guides! Wo to the 
57 blind followers & Hs 7 ' ks 16 ae Fe 1 
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al learned men and tru Aller Bave 
Yes” And; all:thoſe who have read 


ry by te wer — 
were my proofs evet ſo clear; — Vieoit- 
bels it · is the property of hatred and animuſity, 
d n in —— 4 


<vallty; 41 babe not —— and 
dae | rage 29 to applaud rity 

my indiferetion; ft Hier 12dw 20d exons! war 
Arte thi rule 5 1 when 


ſpirit ofotbulfoetigntic|impietys! ond: — 5 
mars a mock and jeſt of hat is moſt fa- 
rrech But I have juſtified: myſelf in this poigt 
kufficiechitiy arama When the diſcourſe 


be dend mei runde be afraid! of falling 
| mtartharcfaulto lus oil ih, +519 o rr 
»::Buti laſtly, Fathers, TL will [ 
one rule more; which is the beginning as 
end of lb ahe rat, viꝝ. That the. ſpitit of 
charity has an hearty; defire to promote the 
OS to d- 
bauten n Cos af de ca 


wr . . (lays St, vey *in) 
dei or preſerne charity in our hearts, even 
bene are obliged: tod&ontwerdly with 
why rudeneſs We may laſh-man- 
end ce eee F : 


"th eee. eee ſatis faction. 
| 10 dlsbelieve, Fats abt hrs ding 
Eee what will cam ain r x 


that pink ru eee 
Sate th rule, org any ther which charity 
 -Enjoins me to followyi: or which re ſon oon 
Hbave no tight to ſay, that 1 have injured N 
ini the leaſt, ee eee eee I otrt 30 
4 You iro fr a 


8 .cnvy. and mae, . — you. 


"ina 1 and — | Z 
- ſhall» take them from 
1 With that ſeandaloys mn | 


aun heir more ease reg ar you 
think chat the many idiculous ſtories of yur 
Father BINE T, in his Conſolatios the 
dick; are ſuited to the end he propoſed, to 
comfort 3 cen ſtia net 2 * 


| 8 uſe of in hi . 10%, is more = 
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is whole bbc a ——_—— | 
ſent us we „boch in his proſe and verſes but 
a fpirit füll of vantyg and the follies of the 
World? What do you think of that ode of 
his, in the ſeventh bôbk, intitled the Praiſe 


of moe Where he tells us * that every 
* ching that is is ber utiful id red, or apt: to be 
ef 4 bluſh colour Is not that an excel 


lent empleo men for a ptieſt 5d 0 . 
ie cmpoſed this ode for à lady whom 
be cas DET PHIN A, to comfort her becauſe 

ſhe Was very ſubject to bluſn. He tells her 
: a every ſtanza, that ſome of the moſt valu- 

: able things" we have are red, ſuch as roſes, 
„the mouth, the tongue, cel and 
to tbele gillantries, ſhameful in a prieſt, he 
has the inſblence to join thoſe bleſſed ſpirits 
that attend the throne of Gop, hom 
: ought to name 2 51 e e 
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